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fi^=:>-^   HE  AGRICULTUBAL  EXSMTSIOiT  PP.OGmM  of  the  United  States  has  as  one  of 
VVit^   i"*^^  first  oh.ieotives  the  helping  of  the  farmer  to  increase  his  net 
income.   The  Extension  Service  is  attacking  that  prohleni  from  many  angles »  It 
j)ut   on  over  a  million  demonstrations  last  year  to  shov/  farm  people  hov/  to  do 
some  particular  thing,  such  as  to  seed  alfalfa,  fertilise  cotton,  cull  poultry, 
halance  dairy  rations,  can  vegetahles,  and  make  clothing,  in  a  hetter  a.nd  more 
profitable  way. 

Besides  this  detailed  work,  the  Extension  Service  has  promoted  the 
larger  things  of  the  farm  and  comjaunity.  It  helped  more  than  56,000  farmers 
in  1926  to  adjust  the  management  of  their  farms,  looking  toward  a  larger  net 
income.  It  has  helped  440,000  farmers  organise  2,800  cooperative-marketing 
associations,  which  did  a  "business  of  over  Vrl3?,000,000,  In  1926,  it  helped 
organize  a.lso  5,300  farm  loan  a.ssociations ,  all  looking  tov/ard  increased  net 
income. 

The  Extension  Service  helped  the  fa,rraer  in  other  la.rge  ways  to  in- 
crease his  net  income.   It  cooperated  v/ith  the  Federal  Biireau  of  Agricultur- 
al Economics  in  giving  the  farmer  advanced  information  on  world  national 
prospects  and  needs  as  regards  crop  and  livestock  product s<,   It  furnished  the 
farm.er  information  in  advance  of  planting  time  on  what  the  prohaole  plantings 
\^ould  he  in  the  case  of  the  different  crops,  so  that  the  farmer  might  increa.se 
or  decrease  his  plantings  to  conform  to  the  ITation's  need,  rather  than  ovf^r- 
plant  and  therehy  produce  a  disturhing  surplus,  v/tiich  nearly  alv/ays  reacts 

disadvantageously  on  farm  prices. 

*?reseiited  at  Country  Life  Conference,  East  Lansing,  Ilich.,  August  5,  1927 . 
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Txiis   economic    service  -  the   intonticrx  to  plant   and  "breed  -  that   G-overzi- 
ment   and  extension  forces   are   renderin-v^  fariaers   is    soitiething"  nev/.      It   is   onlj 
tvjo  or  three   years   old,   "biit  it  has   in  it   the   seed  of  great   promise   in  adjusting 
production  to  constimption  needs.      To  n-y  mind,    it   is   one   of  the  largest   things 
that  has  happened  in  the  last   10   or   15  years   to  help  ag;ric"alture   and  the   farmer 
in  a  "big-,    fiindamental  way.      The  Extension  Service   is  tr:/ing  to  make   this   economic 
informs.tion  real   in  the  practices   of  the   farmer.      It   is   a  "big  joh,    an  education- 
al  job   -  a   slow  joh   -  hut  a  most    significant   and  worth-vi^liile    one. 

May  we   give  a  libtle  attention,   nov/,   to  the   farm  life  prohlem  and  the 
part   extension  forces   are   taking  in  it.     Y/e  have  made  hiondreds   of  siorveys,    in 
cooperation  with  economists   and  extension  forces   of  the   StateSj    to   learn  the 
farmer's   incom.e|    and  we    find  that  in  practically  any  comjiiuiiity  anyv/here  all  that 
a.hout   60  per  cent   of  the   farmers  get   out   of  farming  is   a  m_odest  hom_e,   a  fair 
living,    somie   friends,    and  a   chance   to  work  vifith  and  grow  up  with  their   family. 
Everyone  icnov/s   there   is  not   large  money  in   farming  —  rarely  does   one  get   rich 
at   it.      It   is   on  the   farm.,   a.hove   s.ll  places,   that  we   leam  thrift   and  to  coi;rit 
the  pennies, 

Extension  work  will  help   some    farmers   increase  their  net   income,   hut 
hy  far  its  higgest   task  is   to  help  men  a.nd  women  ha've  a,  hettor  home  and  a  larger 
life,    even  without  a  greatly  increased  income. 

The   effort   of  extension  forces   to  help  "build  up  the  hom^e  and  rural   com- 
mi,Tnity  life  derives   at   the  very  heart   of  the   extension  prohlem.     Advancing  ccontr; 
life   is  a  frjadamente.!   part   of  the  Extension  Service   of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  A/rri culture  and  State  Extension  Services. 
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Or  first  importance  in  the  h.ome  is  a  good,  living,   Tne  farm  faraily  that 
furnishes  the  food  for  the  ITation  should  itself  have  first  choice.  A  good  tahle 
contrihutes  greatly  to  contentment  in  the  family.   The  farmer  may  have  that  good 
taole  as  a  result,  not  of  a^  increased  income  but  of  a_,little  "better  planning 
and  a  little  more  ¥;crkc   Fruit  said  vegetables,  meat  and  milk,  honey  and  flowers 
should  he  a  part  of  every  farmer's  table.   The  m-eal  is  the  social  event  of  the 
day  in  the  farmer's  family.   It  is  a  time  vAien  all  the  group  are  together.   A 
plenteous  a,nd  graceful  meal  begets  happiness  and  conversation.   It  is  the  fore- 
runner of  hospitality,  the  finest  grace  of  tlie  rurs^l  home.   The  stranger  or 
neighbor  is  invited  to  stay  to  dinner.  His  coming  enlivens  the  conversation  of 
the  family o  New  ideas  are  presented,  new  suggestions  made.   Intellectual  stim- 
ulus follows.   The  satisfaction  of  exiiibiting  the  commend8.ble  things  of  the  farm 
and  home  are  experienced.  Hospitality  extended  invites  hospitality  in  return; 
and  so  the  farmer  and  his  family  go  more  —  as  a  result  they  see  more.  After 
seeing,  they  leam  more.   Thus  a  good  table  leads  directly  to  hospitality,  to 
more  social  life,  to  more  travel,  to  more  ideas,  and  consequently  to  better  farm- 
ing and  home  making  and  greater  contentment. 

Although  the  beginning  of  a  good  home  is  a  good  table,  coordinate  with 
that  is  en   attractive  home.   The  farmer  spends  probably  90  per  cent  of  his  tim.e 
within  the  home  or  in  sight  of  it,  Hov/  importe.nt  that  whenever  he  looks  up  his 
eyes  shall  fall  on  s.n  attractive  home,  something  that  pleases  himl  The   farm 
woman  spends  even  a  larger  part  of  her  time  v/holly  within  the  four  v/alls  of  the 
home.   So  extension  forces  are  teaching  home  beaiitification,  inside  and  out. 

And  this  beautificatioji  does  not  altogether  or  even  Is.rgely  depend  on  an 
increased  income.  The  woods  fiimish  abundant  shrubbery  for  screening  the  foun- 
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dations  of  the  hone.   Prom  the  same  source  maj  "be  foujid  vines  for  covering  the 
porch.  The  smooth  lav/ii  is  possible,  as  is  the  rose  loeside  the  door.   Extension 
forces  are  giving  the  inforr.-.ation  and  stirnnlating  the  desire  for  a  home  "beauti- 
ful and  a  community  beautiful. 

Then  extension  forces  are  emphasizing  the  satisfying  home  —  the  home 
v/ith  conveniences  in  the  kitchen  and  throughout  the  house.  Help  is  sca.rce  and 
the  work  of  the  farm  homo  exacting.   The  farm  ^A'oman,  to  be  a  good  mother,  to 
be  a  good  companion  to  her  husbs^nd  and  to  herself,  and  to  find  satisfaction  in 
rural  life,  must  have  conveniences  to  help  do  her  v/ork  and  give  her  time  to  tidy 
her  home,  to  read,  to  play  with  her  children,  to  sing  Y/ith  them,  to  associa,te 
with  her  neighbors,  to  refresh  her  soul, 

We  want  the  farm  home  to  have  music  in  it,  a  radio,  running  water,  and 
electricity.  Extension  work,  through  helping  v^ath  the  farm  and  home  income, 
is  aiding  many  families  to  get  these  things,  we   believe,  and  is  tes.ching  the.t 
they  are  far  more  important  than  to  use  the  money  for  buying  more  la.nd  to  make 
more  money  to  piit  in  the  banlc  to  buy  more  land. 

But  demonstrations  to  show  better  practices  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
home,  the  orgo.nization  of  marketing  and  credit  associations,  the  distribution 
of  economic  inforrni^tion  like  the  Agriciiltural  Outlook  and  the  intentions  to 
plant  and  to  breed,  and  improvement  of  practices  within  the  nome  are  still  not 
the  largest  contribution  the  Extension  Service  is  making  tov/ard  increasing  farm 
income  and  promoting  rural  life.   Of  far  more  importan.ce  than  these  is  the  men- 
tal and  social  a-wakcning  of  the  faimaer  and  his  family  that  follows  in  the  train 
of  extension  work. 
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The  prosonce  of  an  extension  agent  in  a  rural  coiiirnujiity  is  a  call  to 
action.   Farmers  and  fam  woraen  are  "brought  together  in  cornmittees  and  groups. 
They  think  through  their  individual  farm,  homo,  and  cornniunity  problems ;  they 
"undertake  things  cooperatively.  They  organize  associations,  conduct  meetings, 
mf'„ke  reports,  put  on  demonstrations,  write  nevis  items,  make  speeches,  analyze 
local  conditions,  make  surveys.   They  get  together  in  large  undertakings. 

The  extension  agent  is  a  constant  stimulator.  He  or  she  will  not  let 
farmer  Brown  or  Ivhrs.  Brown,  he  content  with  a  half-v/ay  joh„   The  agent  points 
out  the  fact  that  this  would  he  a  good  field  for  alfalfaj  that  a  silo  would 
prohahly  help  increase  hoth  milk  yields  and  profits;  that  an  association  would 
help  in  marketing  the  cattle  and  hogs  and  eggs.  The  farmer  and  his  v/ife  find 
it  more  difficult  to  stcand  siilll  than  to  pi'-ogress, 

Tlie  hig  thing  is  that,  with  the  extension  forces  living  in  the  midst 
of  farming  people,  constantly  calling  to  their  attention  prohlems  for  consid- 
eration and  decision,  the  "Tarm  family  is  growing  hoth  in  knowledge  and  in 
vision.   This  may  he  infei'red  from  the  fact  that,  in  1925,  220,000  farm  men 
and  women  acted  as  local  leaders  of  demonstration  groups  and  that  in  more  than 
54,000  comma.mities  the  farm  people  cooperated  with  .the  extension  forces  in 
carrying  out  the  prograras  suited  to  locaJ  needs.   These  are  leadership  and  mind- 
s t  imulat  ing  j  oh  s , 

Over  35,000  adult  farmers'  cluhs  and  41,000  junior  cluhs  have  heen  or- 
ganized hy  extension  forces,  practically  all  with  men  and  women  leaders.  Ilore 
^      than  644,000  adults  and  566,000  farm  hoys  and  girls  put  on  one  or  more  demons ■ 

strations  in  agricultare  and  home  economics,  a  total  of  1,518,000  demonstrations 
of  one  kind  and  anoiiiier  in  the  open  country  in  one  year.   Over  587,000  field 
meetings  Vi'ere  held  to  show^  ani  tell  the  results  of  these  demonstrations,  v/hich 
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were  attended  "by  more  tlian  6,700,000  people,  mostly  from  the  farms.   The  farmer 
and  his  family  are  doing  things  and  are  heing  stimailated  to  do  things  in  sub- 
stantial degree  "oy  the  extension  forces.   This  greater  interest  of  the  farmer  ' 
and  his  wife  in  the  larger  affairs  of  the  coramimity  and  the  State,  this  enlarged 
mental  outlook  and  vision  are  the  significant  things  that  are  follovang  exten-  ; 
si  on  v;ork.  <  : 

Extension  work  visions  the  future  rural  home  and  the  future  rural  life 
as  the  most  attractive  home  and  the  most  attractive  life  of  all  the  ages,  o. 
home  that  the  child  leaves  with  regret  and  retp.ms  to  with  outstretched  arms, 
a  home  of  plenty  —  fields,  flocks,  orchards,  gardens  —  of  "beauty  and  grace, 
where  intelligence,  hospitality,  culture,  and  happiness  aho-ond,   Tlie  folks  vi/^lio 
feed  and  clothe  the  Nation  and  furnish  the  revivifying  blood  of  our  u^rhan  pop- 
ulation are  entitled  to  no  less.   It  is  on  the  way.   It  is  all  a  part  of  the 
extension  prograi^ii  of  the  agricultural  colleges,  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  the  farmers  cooperating,  and  is  "being  carried  OLit  under  your 
own  eyes  throughout  the  v/hole  Hat  ion  this  day. 
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